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13272 Park Blvd.
Seminole, FL 33776-3503

First Christian Church of Semin

Church Staff
Andy Mason, Sr. Minister
Aaron Rosenberg, Associate/Youth Minister
Eric Jaqua, Creative Arts Director
Don & Aleta Hulsey/Larry & Mandy Renfro,
Living Link Missionaries
Secretaries: Phyllis McKneelen & Betsy Kray
Phone: (727) 393-2136
Website: www.fccseminole.org

Sunday Services
Traditional Worship — 8:30 a.m.
Bible School for all Ages —9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship — 11:00 a.m.
Kids for Christ Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Transferred:
Todd & Polly Johnson (October 2)
I 5160 102nd Way N, St. Petersburg 33708
: + Phyllis Harmon (November 20)
10483 Temple Way, Seminole 33772
%ﬁm’% Sheila George (November 20)
13300 84th Terr. N., Seminole 33776
Baptized:
Alice Meidling (December 4)
246 SW Lincoln Circle N, St. Petersburg 33703
Julie Meidling (December 4)
8377 Bayou Boardwalk #810, Largo 33777

Kurtis & Holli Rodgers, 11172 104th St. N C%
Largo, 33773 S

Aaron & Jessie Rosenberg, 8724 118th St. > %’gg@’?
Seminole, 33772 ehanges

Kelly Ballou, 10562 121st Ave., Largo, 33773

“Dear Church Family, Thank you for the

prayers, cards and the beautiful flowers for my
father’s funeral. Your love and kindness is Thank
greatly appreciated.” Tom & Betsy Kray ; 1!

“Dear Church Family, Thank you for all the kind words and
gifts for baby Esther. We are truly blessed to share Christ

with this church family.” Justin & Aimee Jacobson
> BIRTHDAYS...1 Jessica Stacy
(Black); 2 Matt Vargas, Kayda

Januar
Sandefur, Karen Hetrick; 5 Nata-

lie Oberchain, Kelly Ballou; 6 Ahleah Eberhardt; 10
Mary Morse; 11 Jack Jaqua, Jack Daniel; 14 Larry
Renfro; 15 Becky Stolze; 16 KC Downey; 17 Daniel
Black; 20 Barbara Leitz; 25 Alice Medley; 27 Nicole
Harrison; 29 Preston Spear; 30 Rick Beyer;

ANNIVERSARIES...2 Chris & Becky Stolze; 3 Sherelle &
Cherie Darroch; 24 Rick & Janice Beyer
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Stewardship & Attendance

November 20, 2011

Bible School 88 Worship 237
Tithes & Offerings $5,227.80

Faith Promise—Missions $1,475.50

Youth Building Loan Fund $369.00

November 27, 2011

Bible School 66 Worship 221
Tithes & Offerings $5,864.00

Faith Promise—Missions $1,661.00

Youth Building Loan Fund $224.00

December 4, 2011

Bible School 96 Worship 242
Tithes & Offerings $5,191.37

Faith Promise—Missions $1,895.00

Youth Building Loan Fund $492.00

December 11, 2011

Bible School 95 Worship 232
Tithes & Offerings $5,762.41

Faith Promise—Missions $1,187.50

Youth Building Loan Fund $227.00

Ladies, we're starting a new year
for Secret Sisters. A Secret Sis-
ter is someone you will commit
to remember in prayer, through
cards and notes, and/or small gifts on special
days (birthday, anniversary, Valentine’s, etc.).

To be a ‘secret sister’ you need to fill out an infor-
mation sheet which is available on the welcome
center in the foyer. After you fill out the form, put
it in Julie Pippin’s mailbox by January 1st. Julie
will pair you up with a ‘secret sister’ to remember
during 2012. Have a fun year!

JOIN Us FOR WORSHIF

Come Carols

SNAre Communion

JOY Message: ‘God With US'
..'. rawival Fliw Trus G

" CaristmMas CAROLLING

#5°" Sunday, December 18th, bring your
; w family and join us at 6 p.m. as we go
in groups to share the joy of Christmas with friends
and members of our church family. We’ll meet at
the church and carpool.

Youth Christmas Party!
Where: Aaron and Jessie’s new
house (8724 118" St Seminole)
When: This Friday the 16™ 6:30-8:30pm
Bring: A gift to exchange that’s silly and cheap!
What: We’ll have a gift exchange (the fun style)
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ational Geographic magazine recently in-

cluded an article commemorating the 400th

anniversary of the King James translation of

the Bible. You don’t have to be a fan of the
King James Version (or even a Christian) to notice how
the Bible (especially the KJV) “has sewn itself into the
fabric of language.” The article notes, “If a child is ever
the apple of her parent’s eye or an idea
seems as old as the hills, if we are at
death’s door or at our wits’ end, if we have
gone through a baptism of fire or are about
to bite the dust, if it seems at times that the
blind are leading the blind or we are casting
pearls before swine, if you are either butter-
ing someone up or casting the first stone,
the King James Bible, whether we know it or not, is
speaking through us. The haves and have-nots, heads on
plates, thieves in the night, scum of the earth, best until
last, sackcloth and ashes, streets paved in gold, and the
skin of one’s teeth—all of them have been transmitted to
us by the translators who did their magnificent work 400
years ago.”

Of course this time of the year as we celebrate
the birth of our Savior, even to those of us who prefer the
more modern language translations of God’s Word the
Chrstimas story doesn’t quite sound right until it’s read
or recited from the old KJV does it?

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with
us.”

“And it came to pass in those days, that there
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to
be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethle-
hem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child. And so it was, that, while
they were there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn. And there were in the same coun-
try shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

I am excited about sharing 3 special messages
this Christmas entitled: Immanuel: God With Us. I
hope you will invite your friends and family to join us
this Sunday, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day as we
celebrate the Good News that a Savior was born!

I’ll See You Sunday, Andy

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in
the beginning. * Through him all things were made; with-
out him nothing was made that has been made. * In him
was life, and that life was the light of men. ® The light
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not under-
stood it.

This passage just won’t go away. It’s been
brought to my attention countless times in the past two
weeks whether it be through a lesson someone teaches, a
curriculum for KFC, or a discussion with the elders. This
passage has always confused me to some extent because
of “the word.” This clearly seems to be the word of God,
but then the start of verse two states “He.” The clear
meaning of He is Jesus himself, but when you look to the
Greek used for “word” it is the word logos. Logos was
used to describe the written word of God. So how can the
son of God be called “the word?” He is the word manifest
in human form. He is the God of the universe, who has
been in existence from the beginning of time, which came
to reveal the word to the world. Jesus is God’s word made

known. Jesus is God’s word clarified. Jesus is the key to
all of scripture.

Some people have a hard time believing Jesus has
been in existence since the creation of the world and just
as God i1s, Jesus is. Because He is God, Jesus’ creation
never was, and His death never is: He lived and always
lives. Jesus is the clarity for us Christians, He is the light
in a dark world, the word made known, so that we can
understand Him and understand His word.

Who is Jesus? He is. We try to put words and de-
scriptions and sometimes boundaries on God, but we
can’t. We try to truly understand His mind, but we never
will. We try to comprehend His will, but it will never be.

This Christmas remember to show your love for
the Eternal One. The One who’s love and power will
never truly be understood, the One who will always be,
the only hope for mankind.

Wildmen Ministry

Presents
“Sporting Clay Shoot”
Saturday, January 14

Men, sign up for a fun day of sport shooting, great
fellowship, and food! The cost of $45 includes 40
clays, 40 rounds of ammo, transportation to and from
Tenoroc Mine in Lakeland, and BBQ Ribs, Chicken
or Pulled Pork.

No experience? No gun? No problem. Call Mark
Pippin for more info at 639-9437 or 249-7875.

The van will leave the church property at 8:30 a.m.
and return at approximately 4:30 p.m.

Women’s Bible Studies ?gl:’

Wednesday, January 4...“Refresh
Your Heart” surveys different aspects
of the heart, unveiling the heart-changing work of
God and how we can participate in the process.
Book required ($6) so sign up no later than 12/18.

Thursday Morning Study, January 5... “James:
Mercy Triumphs” by Beth Moore. See how James,
Jesus’ brother, after one glimpse of the resurrected
Savior became a disciple. This video series covers
topics such as joy, hardship, faith, reversal of for-
tunes, humility, prayer. Book required ($16) - sign
up and pay by 12/18.

Christmas is a time of celebration and a time of joy. It's a
time to gather together with family and eat turkey and
cookies and sing Christmas Carols, to see the magical
light displays, send and receive cards and decorate the
house with sights and smells that remind us of years gone
by.

Yet, for many, it is these memories that issue forth any-
thing but thoughts of celebration. For some, Christmas is a
time of deep sorrow. It can hurt to be reminded that you
don't have extra money for presents or that someone you
love will no longer be with you at Christmas.

As I thought about this, I realized that amidst the joy and
celebration of the Christmas story, there is an unmistak-
able, underlying tone of sorrow.

The truth is, God had to send His beloved Son to earth
knowing full well that Jesus would ultimately have to be
offered as the perfect sacrifice, tortured and murdered on a
cruel cross by the people He so loved. Then, there's the
whole killing spree by King Herod. And, what about the
other telling of the Christmas story, told from a different,
cosmic perspective Revelation chapter 12? There, Mary is
about to give birth but satan (in the form of a ferocious
dragon with seven heads) is poised to intercept the Holy
Child and tear him limb from limb.

You see — there is a war going on between good and evil.
Like it or not, we were born behind enemy lines. The

Christmas story is really a story of war and destruction. It
is about the battle for the souls of men. The good news is
that Jesus Christ IS victorious over sin and satan. It is be-
cause of this miraculous birth that we have redemption,
salvation and freedom from guilt and judgment.

“For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we
achieve this victory through our faith. And who can win
this battle against the world? Only those who believe that
Jesus is the Son of God.” 1 John 5:4-5 (NLT)

What ever you're struggling with this Christmas season,
know that it is those who believe who will win this battle.
Through Jesus Christ we already have the victory! God is
on your side. Draw close to Him this season. Embrace His
mercy and grace, His forgiveness and redemption.

And, by all means, don't struggle alone! We were not de-
signed to do this alone. That same dragon also roams
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he can devour (1
Peter 5:8). One of his favorite tactics is to isolate believers
— get them to think they're the only one struggling and
separate them from the body — then pick them off. Let
someone know what you're feeling. Ask for prayer. Seek
out those who might be lonely or sick. Look for opportu-
nities to encourage and minister to each other.

I look forward to worshiping with you on Christmas Eve
and on Christmas morning!

Worship Him! eric




